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Esteemed colleagues,






August 3rd 2010

A great show at the last meeting with the Robbie Deans, Wallabies Quiz being a highlight and we thank Ron Mancell for taking the time to come to the Illawarra and presenting this most informative viewing. Virtually all games now become crucial and may dictate whether teams are in or out of the finals so it is imperative that all teams know that all of our officials will be diligent and decisive and will not tolerate back chatting or continuous questioning of referees, which may slow the attacking teams from taking quick penalties. We all want fast open matches. There are also some areas that have been highlighted by the ARU and the IRB and we have received some pointers about certain aspects of the game especially with foul or dangerous play and below is an excerpt from this document.

Last year we received a directive from the IRB in relation to lifting tackles. To paraphrase the directive, if a player lifts a ball carrier off his feet and spears him into the ground so that he lands on his head and or shoulders, or he drops him so that he lands on his head or shoulders, a referee should immediately consider a red card for this offence.  The philosophy here is that the starting point in your decision making is a red card. Then consider the intent of the tackler and the consequences. In summary, a red card is not mandatory but you should consider a red card as your first option. Therefore, there will be some lifting tackles which will not result in red cards based on their severity and outcome.  
 
The last area to sharpen up on is dangerous tackles. In rugby a tackle occurs when a ball carrier is held by one or more opponents and brought to ground. One of the key elements of this definition is the ball carrier must be held. Therefore any type of collision where an opponent does not attempt to hold the ball carrier in bringing him to ground should be viewed with considerable suspicion. Just having arms forward in a collision with no attempt at a wrap is more than likely a dangerous tackle. It doesn’t have to be the classic turn sideways and put the shoulder into the ball carrier. Apply the two tests of player intent and outcome. Was the tackler trying to make the “big hit”? If he was he still has the responsibility to grasp the ball carrier. Does the ball carrier now violently get knocked to ground or in a different direction? Is the ball carrier able to continue to play immediately or is he stunned or in fact injured. Don’t be fooled by players colliding with their arms forward with no attempt to wrap. This is the classic “big hit” and it is not legal in rugby.

I trust the above excerpt will help teams to know our direction and the way the IRB wants referees to handle these situations, remembering that all finals will be officiated by “wired” referees and assistant referees. Our next meeting is on Monday 16th August at the Illawarra Master Builders Club at 7.00pm and all Illawarra Coaches and/or team officials are duly invited to an open forum to ask questions and raise any pertinent questions of our association. We welcome you all. The communications gear has not turned up yet !!!!!!
Yours in rugby

Jim Scardanas
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